THE OCEANSOUND at KEY COLONY
HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS INSTRUCTIONS

As you are most probably aware, South Florida has now entered the annual hurricane season, which lasts through November 30.  The purpose of this information is to acquaint all units, new unit owners and lessees, who have taken occupancy this year and to reacquaint our long-standing residents with pertinent hurricane procedures.  In previous years, we have circulated similar notices, which have proved to be both informational and beneficial in preparing for a hurricane.

Florida law has designated Key Biscayne a mandatory evacuation area for any hurricane.  This means that all residents are required to leave the island.  There are no basic services during or immediately after a hurricane—no police, medical, fire or in house security, as all building personnel must also evacuate.  It is also extremely important that we keep informed via television/radio relative to hurricane reports and procedures to be followed regarding a hurricane emergency.

We would like to take this opportunity to remind all residents who will be departing the Key Biscayne area for a vacation or a longer period of time, to take necessary precautions to secure your unit prior to your departure.  For those residents who will be leaving for short periods of time, we ask that you check the long-term weather forecasts on the television weather channels prior to your departure.  In the event a hurricane should be predicted to strike this area, it must be brought to your attention that it is your responsibility to have your hurricane shutters closed prior to leaving your unit.  We suggest that you distribute your unit keys and your car keys to either relatives or friends.  In this way, they can secure your apartment and move your vehicle(s) prior to a storm.  It is important that you advise the Manager’s Office of the name of your representative in order for us to give them clearance onto the premises.  Additionally, we strongly urge that you remove all your balcony/deck area furniture, trees, plants, hanging fans, hanging lamps, etc. and put them inside your unit.  If you have not done this, again designate someone.  These objects propelled by hurricane force winds can easily be uprooted, hurled through the air and ultimately cause needless damage to the property of others.  The Association wishes to advise you that damages incurred in this manner become your financial obligation.  We strongly use all owners to obtain individual homeowners insurance.

You should also be aware that, in the event of a storm water surge, there is a very strong possibility our garage area would become inundated with water.  Storm water surges can reach a height of up to 20 feet.

Please keep in mind that all available Association personnel will be diligently involved in securing the common areas of the building in the event of a hurricane.  NO EMPLOYEE WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ASSIST RESIDENTS IN CLOSING HURRICANE SHUTTERS, MOVING VEHICLES OR REMOVING OBJECTS FROM YOUR BALCONIES/DECKS WHILE PREPARING THE BUILDING FOR A HURRICANE.
Prior to evacuating Key Biscayne, all employees will be making preparations to secure the entire building in the event evacuation orders are given.  While these preparations are being made, we ask that you please DO NOT CALL THE MANAGER’S OFFICE OR THE FRONT DESK WITH INQUIRIES PERTAINING TO THE STATUS OF THE HURRICANE.  WE ASK THAT YOU PLEASE KEEP INFORMED OF ITS PROGRESS VIA YOUR TELEVISION/RADIOS.
We ask all residents for their full cooperation.
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